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1 . THE SALE OE LIQUOR IS BANNED FROM TODAY THROUGH SATURDAY, 
PUBLIC DEMONSTRATIONS ARE EORBIDDEN THROUGH SATURDAY, AND THE 
POLICE AND ARMY ARE ON ALERT. THESE AND OTHER PRECAUTIONS 
(TAKEN TO A LESSER EXTENT IN PAST ELECTIONS) HAVE BEEN PUT 
INTO EFFECT TO AVERT THE FEARED BLOOD-LETTING AFTER THURSDAY'S 
ELECTION AND IN RECOGNITION THAT THIS HAS TURNED INTO ONE OF 
THE MOST VIOLENT CAMPAIGNS SRI LANKA HAS SEEN. EIGHT OR NINE 
DEATHS HAVE BEEN LINKED DIRECTLY TO THE CAMPAIGN AND THERE 
HAVE BEEN NUMEROUS LOCAL REPORTS OF MOB VIOLENCE DIRECTED 
AT ONE OR ANOTHER OF THE POLITICAL PARTIES. SOME OE THE 
VIOLENCE CLEARLY HAS A COMMUNAL TONE, AS PRESAGED IN THE PRE- 
CAMPAIGN TRINCOMALEE TAMIL-SINHALESE RIOTS OF lUNE (REF A) 

AND THE BURNING OF ESTATE WORKERS' HOMES IN THE TEA COUNTRY 
(REE B). FIVE OF THE CAMPAIGN DEATHS HAVE COME FROM THE 
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BATTICALOA AREA OF THE EASTERN PROVINCE WHERE TAMILS, SIN- 
HALESE AND MOSLEMS LIVE IN CLOSE PROXIMITY. THREE MORE DEATHS 
HAVE BEEN REPORTED FROM AROUND THE ISLAND IN THE PAST SEVERAL 
DAYS AS THE CAMPAIGN CONTINUES TO HEAT UP. BY COMPARISON, THE 
PRESS HAS NOTED THAT NO POLITICALLY-MOTIVATED MURDERS WERE 
REPORTED IN THE 1970 CAMPAIGN. 
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2. THE UGLY NATURE OE THE CAMPAIGN HAS ONLY HEIGHTENED FEARS 
OE POLICE AND OTHERS THAT THERE MAY BE MORE POST-ELECTION 
VIOLENCE THAN IN 1970. POLICE HAVE DISCOVERED SEVERAL WEAPONS 
CACHES, ONE SECRETED IN A MOSQUE. AFTER SEVEN YEARS OE THIS 
GOVERNMENT, THERE ARE A LOT OE OLD SCORES TO BE SETTLED, 
PARTICULARLY IP THE OPPOSITION UNITED NATIONAL PARTY SHOULD 
WIN. PASSIONS ARE HIGH AND THEY ARE BEING PANDERED TO DAILY 
BY THE INCREASE IN SCURRILOUS POLITICAL LITERATURE AND THE 
INCREASINGLY SHRILL TONE OP CAMPAIGN SPEECHES, MERCIPULLY 
DUE TO END AT MIDNIGHT TONIGHT. (UNDER LOCAL ELECTION LAWS, 
ALL CAMPAIGN ACTIVITY IS PORBIDDEN ON ELECTION DAY AND THE 
PRECEDING DAY.) 
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